Biochemical and Biophysical Research Communications 450 (2014) 1135-1141

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Biochemical and Biophysical Research Communications

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/ybbrc

Conservation of sequence and function in fertilization of the cortical
granule serine protease in echinoderms

@ CrossMark

Nathalie Oulhen?, Dongdong Xu®", Gary M. Wessel **

2 Department of Molecular and Cell Biology and Biochemistry, Brown University, 185 Meeting St., Providence, RI 02912, USA
b Marine Fishery Institute of Zhejiang Province, Key Lab of Mariculture and Enhancement of Zhejiang Province, 316100 Zhoushan, Zhejiang Province, PR China

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article history:
Received 13 May 2014
Available online 27 May 2014

Conservation of the cortical granule serine protease during fertilization in echinoderms was tested both
functionally in sea stars, and computationally throughout the echinoderm phylum. We find that the
inhibitor of serine protease (soybean trypsin inhibitor) effectively blocks proper transition of the sea star
fertilization envelope into a protective sperm repellent, whereas inhibitors of the other main types of pro-
teases had no effect. Scanning the transcriptomes of 15 different echinoderm ovaries revealed sequences
of high conservation to the originally identified sea urchin cortical serine protease, CGSP1. These con-
served sequences contained the catalytic triad necessary for enzymatic activity, and the tandemly
repeated LDLr-like repeats. We conclude that the protease involved in the slow block to polyspermy is
an essential and conserved element of fertilization in echinoderms, and may provide an important
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reagent for identification and testing of the cell surface proteins in eggs necessary for sperm binding.

© 2014 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Eggs are two - faced. At first they function to attract sperm,
which enhances the fertilization potential and their future in mak-
ing a new individual. To accomplish this task, the egg and its asso-
ciated somatic cells release sperm attractants that are often highly
selective for the homologous sperm. When the sperm gets close to
the egg, generally the extracellular matrix then activates the
sperm, enabling it to penetrate the matrix and reach the cell sur-
face, whereupon the sperm and egg are now able to fuse.

Upon fusion however, the egg immediately changes tactics, and
then employs its resources to block any subsequent sperm. Most
often this means modifying its cell surface in a variety of ways,
including construction of a new or modified extracellular matrix,
removing sperm receptors from its plasma membrane, and electri-
cal potential changes across the plasma membrane that are incom-
patible with sperm binding and/or fusion [1].

Although not universal, most eggs harbor secretory vesicles
near their cell surface that are stimulated to release their contents
upon sperm fusion with the egg [1]. These contents are variable,

Abbreviations: LDLr, receptor for low density lipoproteins; SBTI, soybean trypsin
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depending on the species, but may include molecules that link to
the extracellular layer matrix of the egg to block additional sperm
from penetrating, hygroscopic polymers that mechanically force
the extracellular layer of the egg away from the cell surface and
thereby preventing sperm access to any sites for fusion, and the
enzymes that modify the extracellular matrix and/or the egg cell
surface. En toto, these modifications favor blocking subsequent
sperm from fusing with the egg, a generally lethal condition, and
is referred to as the block to polyspermy.

A prevalent feature of the block to polyspermy is a protease
released by the cortical granules of the egg. This protease was orig-
inally postulated by Hagstrom in 1956 in sea urchins [2], and pre-
dicted to accomplish at least two separate molecular tasks. One
task was in cleaving the presumed tethers of the extracellular
matrix to the egg cell surface. Severing this link, the so-called del-
aminase, enables the extracellular layer to detach and lift off the
cell surface to spatially separate subsequent sperm from the egg
cell surface. The second task presumed by this protease is to cleave
egg cell surface receptors for sperm and thereby reduce sperm
access to the fusion mechanism for egg activation. This activity
was referred to as the sperm receptor protease [3-5], although
the definitive receptor for sperm is unknown for any species, with
the exception of a few cases [6].

The cortical granule protease was characterized effectively in
echinoderms and found to be an essential element in fertilization.
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It was identified as a serine protease based on its sensitivity to pro-
tease inhibitors, was isolated by affinity chromatography,
sequenced, and eventually molecularly cloned [7]. As predicted,
its sequence (CGSP1 for cortical granule serine protease 1) encodes
a serine proteinase with the classic catalytic triad. It is stored in the
cortical granules as a large precursor form containing a series of
LDLr-like repeats. The protease is autocatalytically activated upon
release into the sea water (pH 8.0) from its acidic compartment
(pH 4.5). In the sea urchin Strongylocentrotus purpuratus (Sp), it
has multiple molecular targets, including other enzymes in the cor-
tical granules, and a cell surface protein (p160) that appears to
tether the eggs extracellular matrix, in this case called the vitelline
layer, to the egg plasma membrane. However, this cortical granule
protease is not present in mice, or in other organisms for which it
was tested, e.g., frogs. Here we expand this search by testing if
CGSP1 is conserved in sequence and function in echinoderms. This
phylum has been a favorite for studying fertilization and early
development ever since sperm were first reported to be important
for fertilization [8].

2. Materials and methods
2.1. Animals

Patiria miniata were housed in aquaria with artificial seawater
(ASW) at 16 °C (Coral Life Scientific Grade Marine Salt; Carson,
CA). Gametes were acquired by opening up the animals. Oocytes
were collected in filtered seawater. To obtain mature oocytes, the
full-grown immature oocytes were incubated for an hour in fil-
tered sea water containing 2 pM 1-methyladenine [9,10].

S. purpuratus adults were housed in aquaria with artificial sea-
water (ASW) at 16 °C (Coral Life Scientific Grade Marine Salt; Car-
son, CA). Gametes were acquired by either 0.5 M KCl injection or by
shaking. Eggs were collected in ASW or filtered seawater.

2.2. Protease inhibition

To determine which classes of proteases are required for the
formation of the fertilization envelope, unfertilized eggs were
pre-incubated for 30 min with inhibitors against three classes of
endoproteases: SBTI (1 mg/ml; serine protease inhibitor), pepstatin
(1 pg/ml; aspartyl protease inhibitor), and E-64 (10 pg/ml; cys-
teine protease inhibitor).

The calcium ionophore A23187 (10 pg/ml) was then added to
induce cortical granule exocytosis and fertilization envelope for-
mation. Elevation of fertilization envelopes was visualized using
a Zeiss axioplan microscope connected to a Hamamatsu camera
(orca-er). The images were taken using metamorph.

To test whether the protease activity was internal or external of
the egg, the serine protease activity, SBTI was either present during
activation of the eggs, or removed by washing 3 times with sea
water (5 min each) before activation.

2.3. Protein alignment

The sequences of cortical granule serine protease 1 precursor in
the different echinoderms were found by performing a tblastn
using the Sp CGSP1 protein sequence (NCBI Reference Sequence:
NP_999636.1) as a query and the ovary transcriptomes (Adrian
Reich and Gary Wessel, unpublished data) from all the other echi-
noderms as subjects. The protein sequences were aligned using
ClustalW (EMBL-EBI). Conserved Domain Database (CDD) was used
to identify the protein domains [11].

2.4. Phylogenetic analysis

Phylogenetic trees were made using the program PhyML avail-
able on the website phyloheny.fr [12].

3. Results

We first tested inhibitors used previously on sea urchin eggs to
determine which type(s) of proteases were involved in the forma-
tion of the fertilization envelope in sea stars (Fig. 1A). Eggs from
the sea urchin S. purpuratus were used as a control. As expected
in the sea urchin, the serine protease inhibitor (SBTI) prevented
the normal elevation of the fertilization envelope after activation
of the eggs with calcium ionophore [7]. Eggs treated with pepsta-
tin, an aspartyl protease inhibitor, exhibit little to no abnormalities
(<1%). Similar results were obtained using sea star eggs. Pre-incu-
bation with the serine protease inhibitor induced defects in the for-
mation of the FE. Eggs activated in the presence of pepstatin
underwent the cell surface transition exactly like the control eggs
in absence of protease inhibitors. An additional inhibitor, E-64, tar-
geting cysteine proteases was also tested in sea star, and did not
affect the formation of the fertilization envelope (data not shown).
These results indicate that in sea star, like in sea urchin, the forma-
tion of the fertilization envelope depends on the serine protease
activity.

To test if the serine protease required for the FE is in the cortical
granules or at the surface of the eggs before activation, the SBTI
was washed out before addition of the calcium ionophore
(Fig. 1B). When the serine protease inhibitor is washed out, the fer-
tilization envelope forms normally, like in the control. This inhibi-
tor needs to be present during the activation of the eggs to affect
the elevation of the FE, suggesting that that the serine protease
might be protected in cortical granules before activation.

In the sea urchin, the cortical granule serine protease CGSP1 is
the main protease required for the proper formation of the FE
[7]. We tested for presence of the transcripts encoding CGSP1 in
15 echinoderm transcriptomes obtained from ovaries (Adrian
Reich and Gary Wessel, submitted). We found that CGSP1 is pres-
ent among Echinoderms: in feather stars, sea cucumbers, brittle
stars, sea stars, sand dollar, pencil urchin and sea urchins (Fig. 2).
Alignment of the CGSP1 protein sequences obtained among these
15 Echinoderms with the sequence previously defined in the sea
urchin S. purpuratus show that this protease is highly conserved
(Fig. 3). The protein contains a LDL-receptor-like motif at its N-ter-
minus and a trypsin-like serine protease at its C-terminus. The
LDL-receptor-like motif is composed by repeats of approximately
40 amino acids. Although the CGSP1 full length sequence is not
available for all the species analyzed, the numbers and locations
of the LDL-receptor-like repeats are presented for each species in
the Supplemental Fig. 1. In the C-terminus of each sequence, the
protease domain contains the three conserved amino acids
involved in the formation of the active site triad. The arginine con-
tained in the potential cleavage site, characteristic for serine prote-
ase zymogens, is also conserved among Echinoderms (Fig. 3).

4. Discussion

The results from these studies document that sea stars use the
same protease for construction of its fertilization envelope. The
results do not suggest that the CGSP1 ortholog is the only prote-
ase involved in this mechanism, only that it is an essential prote-
ase for the fertilization envelope to separate from the egg cell
surface.

Phylogenetic analysis also documents that the CGSP1 ortholog
is conserved throughout echinoderms. Given that the last common
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Fig. 1. Serine protease activity is required in both sea urchins and sea stars for the proper elevation of the fertilization envelope. (A) Unfertilized eggs from sea urchin (S.
purpuratus) and sea star (P. miniata) were incubated with protease inhibitors and the fertilization envelope was observed after addition of calcium ionophore. (a and b) No
inhibitor, (c and d) SBTI (serine protease inhibitor), (e and f) pepstatin (aspartic acid inhibitor). (B) In sea star, SBTI needs to be present during egg activation to affect the
fertilization envelope: (a) no inhibitor, (b) SBTI, (c) SBTI followed by washes with sea water.
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Fig. 2. Phylogenetic tree representing CGSP1 protein in Echinoderms. The amino acid sequences of CGSP1 identified in Echinoderms: feather star [O. japonicus (0Oj)], brittle
star [O. echinata (Oe)], sea stars [A. amerensius (Aa), A. forbesi (Af), A. pectinifera (Ap), L. clathrata (Lc), P. miniata (Pm)], sea cucumbers [P. californicus (Pc), P. ochrareous (Po), S.
briareus (Sb), S. japonicus (Sj)], sand dollar [E. parma (Ep)], sea urchins [E. tribuloides (Et), L. variegatus (Lv), S. granularis (Sg), S. purpuratus (Sp)]. The Homo sapiens

transmembrane protease serine 3 (NCBI Reference Sequence: NP_076927.1) was used as an outgroup. The scale bar indicates an evolutionary distance of amino acid
substitutions per position.
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Lv STPSDSLVFSRSRVLIFLVIVATILHADCNNRINEQVPRT--R-PRRQSSSCHQDEFECD 57
Sg STPSDLLVISRSRVLIFLVIVATVLQADCNSRIKEQVQII--R-PRRQSPSCHQDEFQCD 57
Sp MSLSTLLLISRRQVLAFLVIVLTILQADCTSRINGQVQTI--RRSRRQSSSCHQDESQCD 58
Ep --KYRFVVLD----LHLSSLIVVFLIANASGGYSSQGGSF--QRRQPNAHVCAENEFECD 52
Et —--RRADNISFLVKLSFVISFSLLLGFSCGTLERREYKRI--GRRHSSWAGCDEEEYQCD 55
Pm ~MVMAVHDSNNIRLTMHHILMSLVLFSHLWMLITASPVS---FVKDKSDKRCKAWEFACA 56
Ap ——-VAVHDSNNIRFTHH--ILSLVLFSHLW-LITASPVS---FVKDKSDKRCKAWEFACA 51
Lc ——--AASSRGPCPCWTVLCEAFLLLLIFGIWGSLEASPTSG--LVKDKTGKPCGPGGYPCR 55
Af —-—--AVLLKS----- TLLHRVTVVIIVATLGIKLEASPLS---HVKDKS-RNCGLNGFTCS 48
Aa —--AVLKIS-----TLLHRVIVVIVVATLGIKLEASPLS---HVKDKS-RNCGLNGFTCS 48
Po —-AVLLTHS-----TLLCRVTLLIIVATFGINVKASPVS---SKKDKS-RHCSQNDFTCS 49
0j -—-ITLAVVT--—--——— FFLFLICNIDFSFSIRVDVGTNQS--YHRLSYTVPCKDDVFHCL 49
e  mmmmmm—mmo—mo———————————— mmm oo -

Pc DNIARIILISVICSTCCSGSLE-FQTTEISRYKRGSQSNSLESCT-DVIGGCCLEQFRCD 58
S3 DNLARIILISVICSTCCSGSLEIFQTADISRYKRGSQSDSLEFCTKDVTGGCCLEQIRCD 60
Sb ENTWCFFLVLFSLSFRYLKGQEILPSSDEEISARGEDE-——-——-—————— CLPVQFHCN 47
Lv DGSCIPSYRSCDWYLDCADRSDEGINCQYNG-——==—==—————————————————————

Sg DGSCIPSYRACDWYLDCGDRSDEGINCQYNG-

Sp DGSCIPAYLACDWYLDCSDRSDEGINCEYDG-

Ep DESCIPFDHACDWYLDCEDLSDEGDNCRYEA-

Et SGECIAAELECDWYLDCADSSDEHIHCHYEG

Pm SGQCIDGDLECDWYYDCEDESDEGADCKYTG-

Ap SGQCIDGDLECDWYYDCEDESDEGADCKYTG—

Lc DGSCVNVSRLCDWYYDCEDGSDEHQGCIYSG-

Af DGTCIEAS-QCDWYYDCNDQSDEHQHCKYTG

Aa DGTCIEAS-QCDWYYDCNDRSDEHQHCEYTG:

Po DGTCIEARLQCDWYYDCSDQSDEHHDCSYTG—

oj NGDCIYTEWECDYFYDCADESDEANCPDLEG—

Oe

Pc ERKCLPPSWECDGVIDCLDERDEPEGCQP--

S3 ESKCLPPSWECDGVIDCLDETDEPEGCQP-——-——=———=————=

Sb DQRCLPPSWRCDGREDCEDGEDEPAGCQKGFECFDGVIPLTSVCNEKDDCPHGEDEEQEC 107
Lv —-FECKSG-NNVSVEW-CDGFNDCEDGSDEE- --EEYCRDQANEVSKICPRISC 135
Sg --FECKSG-NNVSLEW-CDGFNDCEDSSDEE- --EEYCRNQANEVSKICPRISC 135
Sp —--FECKSGDNMISLEWMCDGSYDCDDGSDED- --HQYCENHA-SVTKVCPRISC 137
Ep —-FECHDG-LAISTEWVCDDVVDCDDGSDED- --ARYCKEDA-VIPKECPRISC 130
Et —--FHCTTGETIVSTDWLCDGVQDCEDGSDED- --LQHCASTR-

Pm —-FTCEEGTTMVSDSWLCDGHADCKDKSDEK— --EANCLEAN- 131
Ap —--FTCEEG-TTVSNSWLCDGHADCKDKSDEK: EANCLEAN 125
Lc —-FTCENGAALVANSWLCDGQNDCEDESDEN-

Af --FTCEDGQGLVADAWLCDGQSDCQDNSDEK-

Aa —-FTCEDGQGLVADAWLCDGQSDCQDNSDEK-

Po --FTCDDGKE I IAEAWLCDGQSDCQDNSDEK-

(o5} —-FSCDNGVTVIKLDWICDDIQDCYDNTDEEGCDLSSYSFSSYSFSSYS——--ECPYADC

Oe - - mmmmmmm oo - -

Pc —--FDCDNG-ASIPLTSLCNGRVDCEHGEDEG- -—ERC---QKHCPDFKC 129
53 --FDCDNG-ASIPLTSLCDGRVDCEHGEDEG- -ERC---RKHCPDFKC 131
sb AAFECTDG-ETQPASAVCDGQEDCEGGEDESR-- --EQCSDDRLSCAQLKC 153
Lv DNNKRCVQEKELCDGIQDCSDGLDESDELCRAGKGKCFSCD-GGLKCLEWDWVCDEIADC 194
Sg DNNKRCVKEKELCDGIQHCSDGLDESDELCRAGKGKCFSCD-GELKCLEWDWVCDEIADC 194
Sp DNGTRCVQEGEICDGTQHCSDGLDESDELCSAGNVKCFSCD-GGSKCLKWNWVCDEFADC 196
Ep DNSTRCIAESELCDGTTQCRDGFDESEELCSEGEGLCFSCD-GDTKCLEWDWVCDEIADC 189
Et DNSTYCIGQDDICDGHQHCGDGFDESDWLCLGGGGLCFSCD-EDSKCLQWDWVCDEIADC 190
Pm DN--KCLKESEICDGVEQCVDGADELLDNCKNI-RSCFSCR-SGEACLKWSWVCDNIADC 187
Ap DN--KCLKESEICDGVEQCVDGADELLDNCKNI-RSCFRCR-SGEACLKWSWVCDNIADC 181
Lc DAGSKCLPEDDICDGTKHCEDGSDEDSDYCQDT-RSCYRCRNFNEGCISWSWVCDN-ADC 189
Af DNGTVCLDDSQVCDGVKDCQDGSDEEQEDCDSR-ATCFRCD-AGKRCIKSSWVCDNLADC 179
Aa DNGTVCLTDSQVCDGVEDCLDGSDEEQEDCDSR-ASCFRCD-ANKRCIKSSWVCDNLADC 179
Po DNGVVCLTDSQVCDGVLDCQDGTDEAPDHCNSRNSACFQCD-SGEKCITPSWKCDNIADC 182
[oh] DDGTICLHEYDICDNIADCIDGQDE----AESLCTHCWACD-GGTQCIDLDFVCDSIADC 189
Oe -—--TCVEDNQICNGVQDCHDQTDEHPAVCKHD---CFLCD-DITLCVEN-WRCDGVPDC 51
Pc IDSSSCFSRDELCDGVSDCNDTSDEAGCTAHKT-TECFSCD-LGERCISFSWLCDEIVDC 187
S3 IDSSSCFSRDELCDGVSDCNDTSDETGCTVHKT-TECFSCD-LGEKCISFSWLCDEIVDC 189
Sb EDGSQCISRADFCNGVQDCDDGSDEAYCSKRRG-PECFTCD-GGNNCVRYKWLCDEF-DC 210
Lv SD-ADELSGWCGTVFQRCWKGSYLCGHTHFCVPQRWRCDSHDDCGDDTDEEDCQT----D 249
Sg SD-ADELSGWCGTVFQRCWKGSYLCGHTHFCVPQRWRCDNHDDCGDDTDEEHCQT----E 249
Sp SDMADEFSGWCGTVFQRCWKGAYLCGHTHFCVLQRWRCNNHDDCGDDTDEEDCET----D 252
Ep SD-SDELS-DCGSVYQRCWKGSFLCGHTHYCVPQRWRCDHQDDCGDGTDESFCDDENDNE 247
Et RD-TDELS-ECGTVFQRCWRGSFLCGHAHYCVPQRWRCDHQNDCGDDTDEVSCDR----P 244
Pm NDWSDETADICGTVEDRCWKGAFPCHHQDFCVPQGWRCDKDNDCGDGSDETNCHV----K 243
Ap NDWSDETADICGTVEDRCWKGAFPCHHQDFCVPQGWRCDKDNDCGDGSDETNCHV----K 237
Lc SDWSDEKATYCGTILERCWSGAF-CHHKDFCVPQSWRCDGDQDCGDGSDERQCGV----E 244
Af EDFSDEPETCGYDVNDRCWTGAFLCGHGYFCVPQKWRCDEEDDCGDNSDEVECDV----E 235
Aa EDFSDEPETCGYDVNDRCWTGAFLCGHGYFCVPQONWRCDDEDDCGDNSDEVECDV----E 235
Po DDISDEPDACGNDINKRCWTGGFLCDHGYFCVRQSWRCDGEGDCGDGSDEVECKV----E 238
[o)] DDT-DENNDGCPPVEDRCWNGAFLCHHSYFCIPRSW-CDNENDCGDNSEEIKC--—-—-— 240
Oe QDLSDESNKICGPVADRCWEGAFPCKHNQYCVLQEWRCDGDDDCGDLSDELNCER----D 107
Pc EDLADE-HPVCPPVQDRCWRGAFLCGHRLFCIRQEYRCDGVNDCGDESDEITCE--—-— T 241
Sj EDLSDE-HALCPPVQDRCWRGAFLCDHRLFCIRQEYRCDGVNDCGDESDEIACD-—-——— T 243
Sb QDQSDESHVLCPSVQERCWRGAFRCAHRLYCVLSRYRCDGVNDCGDGSDEHDCDN----T 266

Fig. 3. Alignment of CGSP1 protein sequences found in the following Echinoderms: feather star [O. japonicus (Oj)], brittle star [O. echinata (Oe)], sea stars [A. amerensius (Aa),
A. forbesi (Af), A. pectinifera (Ap), L. clathrata (Lc), P. miniata (Pm)], sea cucumbers [P. californicus (Pc), P. ochrareous (Po), S. briareus (Sb), S. japonicus (Sj)], sand dollar [E. parma
(Ep)], sea urchins [E. tribuloides (Et), L. variegatus (Lv), S. granularis (Sg), S. purpuratus (Sp)]. The thrombospondin type 1 repeat is conserved among the species and underlined
in blue. The protease domain identified from the Sp sea urchin sequence is underlined in red. The catalytic domain, highly conserved among serine proteases, is formed by
three amino acids which are marked with a purple asterisk. The potential cleavage site of the protease domain from the LDL receptor like domain is represented by the
conserved arginine marked with a green asterisk.
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Lv IAWTGSFGWSSWGDWSECHPSCGPGSRSRSRICESPA--ERCLGESQEDEEC-—————-——

Sg TAWTGSFGWSSWGDWSECHPSCGPGSRSRSRICESPA--ERCLGESQEDEEC-—-—-——--—

Sp FAWTGSYGWSSWGDWSECHPSCGLGTRSRSRFCASPG--GRCLGESQEEEEC—

Ep HLWTGTFEWSEWGRWSECHPACGPGTRTRSRVCNSPV--PICEGISTEEEAC-

Et VEWSGTFHWSQWSGWSECDVTCGAGTRIRTRVCDSVG--GVCPGHEREAESC—

Pm SAWDPVYGWSLWSEWSACNTDCGPGQRQRYRLCHELS--IACAGKEVQLESC—

Ap SAWDPVYGWSLWSEWSACNTDCGPGQRQRYRLCHELS--IACAGKEVQLESC—

Lc SSWEPVYGWGQWSAWSECSTDCGP--———=——=—=————————— RDENEDNC----—--—

Af SIWEPAYGWSSWSFWSECSTFCGPG-RTRYRTCHQLS--STCSGKEIASEEC-———————

Aa SIWEPAYGWSSWSLWSECSTFCGPG-RTRYRTCHQLS--STCSGKEIASEEC-

Po SSWQPVYGWGTWSEWSECSADCGPGERTRFRSCHQLS--FTCAGKEIATEEC—

[05] ——-—-PDNDWSNWSEWSICDADCGSGKKTRTRVCENPN--GVCKASSNEDKPC-—--—-—-—

Oe ISWYVRQGWTEWSSWSECSSNCGRGERSRDRTCLTSNPFKKCSGKDRETEKCTEYGGCSS 167
Pc VYWADSGGWSRWSPWSECSTSCGPGTKIRRRVCFPQV---QCSGPNDELLPC-—----—--— 290
S3 VYWADSGGWSRWSPWSECSTSCGPGTKIRRRVCFPQV---QCSGPNDELLPC-—-——-——— 292
Sb QFWADQGGWNRWSSWSECSEPCGPGTRTRRRICYPQV---QCEGNDTETEAC-—--—--— 315

*

Lv ~ -———-QQAECV----EEKVIG-----— CGIKQHIHFRDDGLALAERVVGGQPTDSAGDWP 344
Sg --CGIKQHIHLRDDGLALAERIVGGQPTVSG-DWP 343
Sp -—-CGIKSHIHFRDGGLALAERIVGGQPATAG-DWP 346
Ep —--CGVKQHLHVRDDGLALEERIVGGQTSEDG-DWP 342
et ---—-EIVPCV----EEVEIG------ CGLKQHLLLRDDGLALTERVIGGQASVSG-SWP 338
Pm  -----QQKECV----PEKDVG------ CGTRQLPTWQP---LFVKRIVGGVEAVAG-SWP 334
Ap --CGTRQLPTWQP---LFEKRIVGGVEAVAG-SWP 328
Lc  mm T T

Af IVKRVIGGKEADRG-GWP 323
RAa IVKRVIGGKEADRG-GWP 323
Po FVRRVIGGKEAERG-GWP 327
o  ---—-EKLNCF----PEAKHG------CGTRNTIPTQ------- KRIVGGETATRG-SWP 323
e  GGKDSETEKCTE---NGVCPP------— PGFGLNCGSRHSDQLLHTRVVGGQKAVHG-DWP 217
Pc === EITPCVGNEEPEKDSS----LGCGIRHIEGHTASP---TTRIIGGEQSVSG-SWP 337
SJ - ~-EITSCD--EEPEKDSS----LGCGIRHIEGHTASP---TTRIIGGEQSVSG-SWP 337
s === LVERCVNNTHYVSESGDILRVGCGVRHISGHEPS-—--TARIIGGVTSVIG-SWP 365

*

Lv WOAQLFYQ-TRGAWRPVCGGTLIDPQVVLTAAHCFGSIEDLKSSDDARAPSRWQVHLGKH 403
Sg WQAQLFYQ-TRGGWRPVCGGTLIDPQVVLTAAHCFG-———-———-—— PATSRWQVHLGKH 391
Sp WQAQLFYR-TRGSWQLVCGGTLIDPQVVLTAAHCFMG PMMATSRWQVHLGKH 397
Ep WQAQLYYR-QRGTWT-VCGGTLISPN-VLTAAHCFG— ~ANDASRWQVHFGKH 389
Et WQAQLFYRFKKNTWKAVCGGTLINKD-VLTAAHCFG-- -SRTRSRWQVHLGKH 387
Pm WQAQLFHRFKSGRQVAICGGTLVRDNLVVTAAHCFLKTMN ---DANSWKVHLGKH 386
Ap WQAQLFHRFKNGRQVAICGGTLVRDNLVVTAAHCFLKTN--———-——- QANSWKVHLGKH 379
Lc - - - - - - -

Af WQAQLIYKYSSSQYGAVCGGTLVHNNIVLTAAHCFGTENE--——--——~— L---WEVHLGKH 372
Aa WOAQLIYKYSSSHYGAVCGGTLVHNNIVLTAAHCFGTENK --L---WEVHLGKH 372
Po WQAQLIYTYSQGRSGAVCGGTLVHGNIVLTARHCFGKEIE --TS--WEVHLGKH 377
0j WOAQLIWTYPSGARQAVCGGTLIQNRFILTAAHCFIDILD-—----—- PPK-WKVHLGKH 374
Oe WQAQLIWL-EKGHKYVSCGGTLIHPKIVVGAAHCFAHN-——-—-———-——— DRTRWLVHLGKH 266
Pc WOVQLWFKVAARRRELVCGGTLVSERIVITAAHCFFHKKS --NRKGLWRVQLGKH 390
Sj WQVQLWFKVAARRRELVCGGTLVSERIVITAAHCFFHKNS——————— NRKGLWRVQLGKH 390
Sb WOAQLWFKYKRNNHILACGGTLISERIVVTAAHCFLHYKG---—--—-— KDASRWTVDLGKE 418

*

Lv SIDF-VPETGSQHRLVREIIVHKKFNQNGGVGGDIALLLLD-EPVHQETGQINWACLDEG 461
Sg SIDF-VPETGSQHRLVREIIVHKKFNQONGGVGGDIALLILD-EPVQQETGQINWACLDEG 449
Sp SVDF-VPEAGSQHRLVREIFVHKKFGEHGGVGCDIALLILD-EPVPQETGQINWACLDEG 455
Ep SKHP-SPEPGSQHRLVLEIVRHEGFDEHNGLANDIAIVVLD-GTVSQESGQINWACLDEG 447
Et NLNF-VPEEDEESRTIHEIV-HPGFDGHHGVEDDLAILILD-APVRQEAGRINWACLDDG 444
Pm TIDL--HLGSGEQEANIKHIINHKEFNSKTMONDLAVLVLD-RSLSLDGKQVNVACLDKD 443
Ap TIDL--QLGSGEQEASIKHIIKHKEFNSKT-QNDLAVLVLD-RSLSLDGKQVNLACLDKD 435
Lc -= == -== -== == -== -

Af TIN---DLVNHEKRANIKRIIKHSGYDPRTTRNDVAILILD-KPIELDGQHINTACLDRE 428
Aa TID---DLVDHEKRANIKRIIKHSGYDPRTTRNDVAILILD-KPIELDGQHINTACLDRE 428
Po TISL--DLADHEKRANIKKIIKHSNYDPKTLKNDAAILVLD-KSIP-DGQHINKACLDRE 433
0j TIAS-IDKNIGEDDFDVVNIIVHP--EFSTTRNDIAVLVID-PAVQVQDN-INWACIDKQ 429
Oe GINP--NLADNEVERRITHIEIHPEFSTTTLKNDIVILVLNSPAVESPTTHIRWACLDHG 324
Pc KYKKTVDPTTGEIQSKITDIITYESLDQFSVWHDIAILVLK-TPITQFTETVSPAC---— 445
S3 KYRKTVDPTTGEIQSKITDIITYEPLDQFSVWHDIAILVLK-TPITAFTERVSPACVDRN 449
Sb RSSRSLYTSQGHHRSRVLKIYHYDTFTAFDLWQDIAI-VLR-NPVTSFTTKISPACIDNR 476

Fig. 3 (continued)

ancestor of extant members of this phylum is ~540 million years
old [13], the extensive conservation of the CGSP1 is pronounced,
particularly when considering that this enzyme is involved in a
reproductive process that specializes in diversifying its genes [14].

Recently other members of the fertilization envelope in sea
stars were identified [15]. This included SFE9, shown to be within
the cortical granules prior to fertilization, then in the FE following
fertilization. Although the sequence of SFE9 between sea urchins
and sea stars has differences, they are extensively similar. Both
have tandemly repeated LDLr-like motifs that are postulated to
be involved in protein-protein recognition important for the rapid
construction of the fertilization envelope upon release of the
monomers from the cortical granules. Importantly, the CGSP1 of
sea stars and other echinoderms also has LDLr repeats, suggesting

the functional significance perhaps for binding and targeting the
proteinase for cleavage of its target proteins.

Other orthologs of the sea urchin cortical granules were seen
throughout the echinoderms, including proteoliaisin (LDLr
repeats), rendezvin (CUB repeats), and ovoperoxidase (cross-link-
ing enzyme), but not one of the targets of the CGSP1, p160 (CUB
domains). The protein p160 was originally identified by following
its release at fertilization from the cell surface - eggs were bio-
tintylated prior to fertilization [16]. Following egg activation, the
released biotintylated cell surface proteins were collected and ana-
lyzed by mass spectrometry. Antibodies to the subsequently
cloned p160 (so named by its molecular mobility in SDS-PAGE
gels) blocked cleavage of the protein, and blocked raising of the fer-
tilization envelope, mirroring the phenotype of a protease null egg.
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Lv -KL--NAKTECYISGWGVTE--GGKSPQVLHEA-KPLIPRRICNYKKSYNGKIERT-LCA 514
Sg IKL--NSKTECYISGWGVTE--GGKAPHVLHEA-KPLISRRVCNYKKSYNGKIEKT-LCA 503
Sp MPL--NDRTECYISGWGVTEM-GGNGPDVLHEARMPLIPRRICNYKKSYNGKIEKTMLCA 512
Ep IEL--QSDIECYTSGWGVTQK-GKQGADYLRQA-RPLIPRSQCNRPRSYNGLIQNT-LCA 502
Et -RL--SQLTNCYITGWGVTEG-GNQGSNVLHEA-HPIISRAECNAPKAYDG-IKRT-LCA 497
Pm LDM--GDKTHCFVTGWGLTEM-GGRQARKLQEAPVPILRQSQCNHKDVYKGMVRDTMMCA 500
Ap LD---GDKTHCFVTGWGLTE--GGRQARKLQEAPVPILSQSQCNHKDVYKG-VRDT--CA 487
Lc = ST oo

Af L.D---INKIPCFVTGWGLTE--GGTQAPKLQQAQVPT THOKICSHQDVYS--~HTDGICA 480
Aa LD---VNKIPCFVTGWGLTE--GGTQAPNLQQAQVPIITHQKICSHKDVYS—---HTDGICA 480
Po LD---INKIPCFVTGWGYTE--GGNQAYTLQQAQVPIIHP-VCNHRAVYSN-VVTDGFCA 486
03 FVL--TETSYCFVTGWGVTE--NGFQAVELQQAVVPFIPYYICRSPHVYGN-VITENICA 484
Oe IN---IIEDDCFISGWGITE--GGSQAHYLQEAPTPILKSAVCNRGDIYGGLVEDS-LCA 378
Pc - -

55 NVNVEDENLLCYATGWGITQIVSGRRAQWLQEARLPIINHQTCNHENVYENSIEDD-FCA 508
Sb TVDVSDENVLCYATGFGVTQILTGORASHLOEARLPTIDHDVCNRAEVYSNAVTED-FCA 535
Lv GH-EGGIDACQGDSGGPLSCLG-PDDQWYVVGVTSWGHGCAIANKPGVYTRVSSYLEWIH 572
Sg GHLEGGIDACQGDSGGPLSCLG-PDDHWYVVGYTSWGHGCATANKPGVYTKVSSYLDWIH 562
Sp GHLEGGIDACQGDSGGPLSCLG-PDDHWYVVGVTSWGHGCAIANKPGVYTKVSSYLDWID 571
Ep GH-EGGIDACRGDSGGPLSCVG-PDGHWEVVGYTSWGHGCALANKPGVYTRVSRY IDWIH 560
Et GH-SGGIDACQGDSGGPLSCEG-SDGRWYVTGVTSWGHGCALAHKPGVETRVSKYVDWIH 555
Pm GYLAGGIDACQGDSGGPLICEL-SDGRWHLVGVTSWGRGCAMANKPGVYTKVAHFAQWIE 559
Ap GYLAGGIDACQGDSGGPLICEL-SDGRWHLVGVTSWGRGCA-ANKPGVYTKVAHYAQWIE 545
Lc e

Af GYLHGQVDACQGDSGGPLVCEL-DDGRWHVVGITSWGRGCALPLNPGVYTKVAYYQQWID 539
Aa GYLHGQVDACQGDSGGPLVCEL-EDGRWHVVGITSWGRGCALPLNPGVYTKVAYYQQWID 539
Po GYLTGQIDACQGDSGGPLICE-~EDGRWHVVGITSWGHGCALPHKPGVYTKVAYYHDWIE 544
(5} GHLSGGIDACQGDSGGPLQCEG-EDGHWYLVGVVSWGRGCARENKPGVYTKVSAYADWIL 543
Oe GY-EGGIDACQGDSGGPLSCKNPEDGLWYLVGITSWGHGCALPKKPGIYTRVT-FYDWIL 436
Pc 0 mmmm oo

S3 GFLEGRVDACKGDSGGPYVCLNTAEDRWFLVGITSWGHGCALPYKPGVYTNVSYYSQWID 568
Sb GFLEGEIDACKGDSGGPYICHQPVEDRWYLVGITSWGHGCALENKPGVYTNVSQFVNWID 595
Lv ---ELHHH-LHH---- 580

Sg ---ELHHH-LHH---- 570

Sp ---EMIHHYLHHE--- 581

Ep RVIEEHHHIHVHK--- 573

Et EVIEQHT--------- 562

Pm DHIKKHGL-------— 567

Ap DHIKKHGL----—---- 553

Le mmmmmmmmmmm———

Af NLIFEHGVQPDN---- 551

Aa NLIFEHGVQPDN---- 551

Po NLIQEHGSQ------- 553

0] SITEVINA-------— 551

Oe QTVDKYL-======-— 443

Pc mmmmmmmmmm—me——

S3 YVIQNYQLP--=---— 577

Sb NIVNVAVPQLLSREEN 611

Fig. 3 (continued)

Thus, from its position within the cell, its CUB tandem repeats, and
is sensitivity to the cortical granule serine protease, the p160 pro-
tein is thought to be a tethering protein linking the vitelline layer
to the egg cell surface. An alternative (or additional) model for its
function is that it binds sperm directly through its CUB motifs. The
lack of p160 in other echinoderms may indicate a recent invention
for fertilization in sea urchins, or a rapidly diversifying cell surface
receptor for sperm on the egg. The proteins targeted by the CGSP1
ortholog in sea stars may be important in identifying those pro-
teins exposed to sperm, and deemed important for removal
promptly following fertilization.
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